CHAPTER IX

TURN OF THE TIDE
(1860-1870)

Commercial treaty with England - offends the clericals and the
Pope-the Mexican tragedy - baneful influence of the
Empress - decline of prestige - Napoleon's amours-the
Universal Exhibition of 1867.

" THE EMPEROR/' recorded Greville in his diary,
" must have extraordinary confidence in his per-
sonal prestige to defy both the clerical and the
protectionist parties at the same time ; it will be
interesting to see whether events will justify this
audacity." For the first few years of his reign,
Napoleon had endeavoured in his internal policy
to be all things to all parties, with the inevitable
result of satisfying none. After his return from
the Italian campaign, however, he seems to have
done everything possible deliberately to provoke
political opposition to his regime at home. In
attempting to give effect to intentions which were
unquestionably good, he only succeeded in dig-
ging a pit for himself. In August 1859 he had
decreed an unconditional amnesty for all political
exiles, opening the frontiers to a flood of powerful
and remorseless enemies. By the reforms of

November 1860, which liberalised parliamentary
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